Press Release
Gandhi Jayanti Celebrations highlight the Mahatma’s Enduring Legacy

The 155" Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi was celebrated at India Centre, in
collaboration with the U Nay Oke Foundation, today. Over 125 distinguished guests from
political parties, think tanks, academia, charity organizations, diplomatic corps and the Indian
community attended the event. This event highlighted that Mahatma Gandhi’s teachings of
non-violence, truth, and justice, continue to inspire generations and enlighten people across the
world to this day.

2. The evening featured remarks by dignitaries and experts, as well as cultural
performances, that underscore Mahatma Gandhi’s enduring message. Ambassador Abhay
Thakur, in his remarks, emphasized the deep familial and kinship ties between India and
Myanmar, and highlighted how Mahatma Gandhi's teachings show the path to true liberation
rooted in dialogue, social reform, and in the pursuit of upliftment of the poor and providing
them a life of dignity.

3. Myanmar (Burmese) translations of Mahatma Gandhi’s books “The Story of My
Experiments with Truth” and “Hind Swaraj” were presented to the Trustee of Shwedagaon
Pagoda and the Representative of the International Theravada Buddhist Missionary University
(ITBMU). Speeches were also delivered by eminent educationist U Nay Oake, and
distinguished Gandhian scholars / writers U Hane Latt and Dr Tin Maung Htwe. They recalled
that just as families often look out for each other, India and Myanmar have always supported
each other, and underscored the relevance of Mahatma Gandhi's messages in contemporary
society, emphasizing the need for dialogue and cooperation to address pressing issues.

4, A musical performance on ‘Vaishnava Jana Toh’ by Myanmar vocalist Ms May Thu
Khine, and a cultural performance by the students of Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre,
inspired by Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy, enthralled the audience.

5. The gathering collectively dwelt upon Mahatma Gandhi’s teachings, that the path to
peace is paved with compassion, understanding, and a commitment to justice. The celebration
reflected a collective resolve to further strengthen support towards building a peaceful and
harmonious future for all, based on these sublime values, shared by India and Myanmar.
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